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PUBLIC WORKS 

 
Christmas Tree Pickup  
As the Holidays quickly approach, please take note of the City’s 
Christmas tree pickup schedule.  Trees may be placed for pickup 
the week of Monday December 29th.  Your tree must be placed by 
the curb, away from any low lying trees or power lines and not 
blocked by a vehicle, mailbox or trash carts.  Trees need to be curb 
side by 7:00 a.m. on Monday, December 29th, to ensure they are 
picked up this week.  Otherwise, trees will be picked up during 
your section’s usual bulk and brush pickup in the month of Janu-
ary. 
 
The trash and recycling schedule for 2015 will be posted on our 
website at http://www.portlandtx.com/index.aspx?nid=405 by De-
cember 15; please refer to your street’s schedule for pickup dates 
during 2015. 
 
Fats, Oils, and Grease – Here comes Holiday Cooking!  
Improper disposal of fats, oils and grease rendered from holiday 
cooking is a common mistake.  Turkey frying, ham roasting, what-
ever your main course - please collect and dispose of these drain-
clogging substances properly.  Cooking oils and grease should 
never be disposed of down the drain or garbage disposal.  Fats, oils 
and grease may congeal, block pipes and cause a sewer backup.  
Not a pleasant experience during the hustle and bustle of the Holi-
day Season.  Additionally, dumping these types of substances into 
the yard is not a solution.  November and December can be very 
rainy months in Portland.  The oil residue may run off into the 
storm drains and into the bay without being properly treated. 
  
Safe Disposal of Leftover Cooking Oils  

 Use an empty, heat safe container to transfer the cooled 
cooking into; cover, freeze, and throw out with the trash. 

 You can also mix cooking oils with unscented kitty litter 
or another absorbent and dispose of in the trash. Do not 
use scented or disinfectant types as there may be a flam-
mable reaction. 

 If you have gallons of turkey-frying oils you can also 
store oil for later use. Oil can be kept for up to six months 
and reused for up to six hours of fry time. Strain the oil 
first, and then store in the freezer. 

 Food scraps, shortening, butter, batter, icing, sauces – any 
type of fatty substance should be disposed of in the trash, 
not in your sink. 

  
Keep your holidays fun without the additional stress of avoidable 
plumbing problems.  

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Join us in making Christmas decorations at 
the Library. 
 
Dec. 10th – Makerspace: Fabric Yo-Yo An-
gels by Margaret Edwards at 6:30pm – 8pm.  
Space is limited, so call 777-0921 to reserve 
your spot. 

  
Come by and bring your camera as we cele-
brate with Santa at the Library. Thursday, 
Dec. 18th at 10am. 
 
Thursday, Jan. 15th-Makerspace: Valentine 
Mesh Wreaths at 6 pm.  $15.00 supply fee.   
Saturday, Jan.17th.- Makerspace: Valentine Mesh Wreaths, 10:30 
am  $15.00 supply fee.  
 
UTILITY BILLING SERVICES  
 
Avoid paying penalties by paying your bills on or before the 15th 
of each month.   
The City’s Utility Billing Department encourages you to take ad-
vantage of the Bank Draft option to pay your utility bills.    Bank 
Drafting is a convenient way to keep up with monthly billing.  
Bank Drafts are automatic, there is no charge for this option, and 
you receive a statement that shows paid by bank draft.  Payments 
are drafted on the 15th of each month.  If the 15th falls on the 
weekend or holiday, payment is drafted on the following business 
day.  Call the Utility Billing Department at 361-777-4500 to get set 
up.  Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 8-5.  
 
Holiday  Closings 
City of Portland offices will remain open on Christmas Eve, De-
cember 24th.  All regular City of Portland offices will be closed on 
December 25th and 26th, as well as January 1st, 2015. Emergency 
Personnel will be on duty.   
 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Holiday Wishes 
 

Portland has been blessed this year. We have gained 
new retail and commercial businesses.  We’ve seen the 
opening of new restaurants and a new Academy Sports 
and Outdoors store and we have welcomed many new 
families to our community. With over $15 billion in 
new industrial development on the horizon for our area 
and the potential for many new jobs and opportunities, 
we as a family of citizens have much to be thankful for. 
 
On behalf of the City Council and all of our city em-
ployees, we wish you and your families a safe and joy-
ous Christmas.  We are honored to serve you and look 
forward to another prosperous and successful year. 
 

      David Krebs, 
      Mayor 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
 
Toy Drive 
The Portland Parks and Recreation Department will host 
a Toy Drive to benefit Christmas for Kids Year 
Round.  Drop off a new unwrapped toy at the Portland 
Community Center December 1-14, 2014.  Make a dif-
ference in our community by making Christmas just a 
little brighter for children in Portland!   

 

Christmas in Portland 
The 11th Annual Christmas in Portland event, sponsored 
by the City of Portland and the Kiwanis Club of Port-
land, will be held Thursday, December 4, 2014.  Festivi-
ties will include pictures with Santa, Christmas crafts, 
face painting, cookie decorating, Christmas bingo, let-
ters to Santa, hayrides, winter carnival games, refresh-
ments and appearances by Rudolph and Frosty!  Par-
ents, be sure to bring your camera to take a picture with 
Santa.  All participants are encouraged to bring a 
new unwrapped toy to this FREE event.  All toys will 
be donated to Christmas for Kids Year 
Round.  Make a difference in the life of a child in 
your community!           
 
Thursday, December 4, 2014. 5:30pm – 8pm (Pictures 
with Santa begin at 5pm). Portland Community Center. 
Free. No registration necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parade of Lights          
Santa Claus is coming to…PORTLAND!  Welcome 
Santa to town as he travels the illuminated parade route 
through the community.  The 2014 Christmas in Port-
land Parade of Lights will begin at 6pm on Monday, 
December 8th.  Individuals and companies who are in-
terested in participating in the parade may complete a 
registration form available at the Portland Community 
Center.  Don’t forget to help with our Toy Drive 
benefitting Christmas for Kids Year Round.  Drop 
off a new unwrapped toy at the Portland Community 
Center! 
 
Monday, December 8, 2014. 6pm. Free. Parade floats 
must register by Monday, December 1, 2014.     

Kidz Days 2014-2015 
Kidz Days is an all-day program held at TM Clark Elementary during the 
Thanksgiving and Winter breaks. Children will participate in arts and crafts pro-
jects, indoor games, outdoor sports, and special events. 
 
Children will also go on field trips to the NorthShore 8 movie theater. The pro-
gram is licensed by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services. A 
morning and afternoon snack will be provided. Children must provide their own 
lunch.  $15.00/day if registered 2 weeks prior to attending, $20.00/day after 2 
weeks. Ages 5-12. November 26; December 22, 23, 26, 29, 30, 31 2014. January 
2, 2015. 7am – 6pm.  Register at the Portland Community Center. Space is lim-
ited. 
 

Portland Senior Center 
 
Tea Party 
Ladies and gentleman, come join us for an 
elegant tea party at the Senior Center.  Appe-
tizers will be provided in addition to a wide 
variety of teas.   Wednesday, December 3, 
2014. 3:30 – 5:30 pm. Senior Center.  Free 
for all to participate. 
 
 
Senior Dances 
Join us at the Portland Community Center for our monthly Senior Dances.  Grab 
your dancing shoes and come out for live music, snacks, dancing and lot of 
fun!   Friday, December 5, 2014. 6:30 – 9:30 pm.  Portland Community Cen-
ter.  $3.00/person.  
 
Game Days 
Games Galore!  Don’t want to be stuck playing the same old games?  We have 
Game Days at the Senior Center on the second Wednesday of the month.  Come 
join your friends for light refreshments, cards, dominos and bingo.   Wednesday, 
December 10, 2014 at 1 pm. Senior Center.  Free for all to participate. 
 
Tour of Lights 
Join us at the Senior Center for cookies, hot chocolate, and a tour around the area 
to view Christmas lights.  The first bus will leave at 6:15 pm, additional tours 
will be added as necessary.  Call 643-9431 to reserve your seat on the bus, space 
is limited.  Wednesday and Thursday December 17 & 18, 2014 at 6 pm.  Senior 
Center.  Free for all to participate. 
 
Portland Opry 
Join us at the Portland Community Center for our monthly Opry! Thursday, De-
cember 11, 2014 at 7 pm. (Doors open at 6 pm)  Portland Community Cen-
ter.  $7.00 per person. 
      
Christmas Party 
Join us for cookies, punch, music, door prizes and fun!  We will also be having 
an ugly Christmas sweater contest.   Tuesday, December 23, 2014. 12 – 2 pm. 
Senior Center.  Free for all to participate. 
 
Noon Year’s Eve Party 
Do you want to ring in 2014 but don’t want to stay up all 
night?  Join the fun at the 4th Annual Noon Year’s Eve 
Party.  We will count down to noon with music, light re-
freshments and then toast the New Year with sparkling cider 
as the clock strikes 12.  Dress in your best and come join the 
fun!   Wednesday, December 31, 2014 . 10:30 am-12:30 pm.   
Portland Community Center Free for all to participate. 
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