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Parks and Recreation News
Kidz Klub 2013-2014
Kidz Klub registration for the 2013/2014 school year is ongo-
ing. Kidz Klub is an after school program held at GP Intermediate,
Andrews Elementary, TM Clark Elementary and East Cliff Elemen-
tary. The program is licensed by the Texas Department of Family
and Protective Services. Activities include games, arts and crafts
projects, guest presentations and special events. Cost: $60.00
registration fee, $95.00/month. Ages 5-12 (5 year olds must be
entering Kindergarten in the fall). Monday — Friday, 3:00pm —
6:00pm, excluding holidays.

Kidz Days 2013 2014

Kidz Days is an all-day program held at TM Clark Elementary during
the Winter break. Children will participate in arts and crafts pro-
jects, indoor games, outdoor sports, and special events. The pro-
gram is licensed by the Texas Department of Family and Protective
Services. A morning and afternoon snack will be provided. Children
must provide their own lunch. $15.00/day if registered 2 weeks
prior to attending, $20.00/day after 2 weeks. Ages 5-12

January 2, 3, 15 2014. 7:00am — 6:00pm

Sweetheart Ball 2014

The Portland Community Center will be hosting the 5th annual
Sweetheart Ball. All school age girls are invited to bring a father,
grandfather, uncle, brother or other father figure to the event. The
Community Center Ballroom will be decorated in a Valentine
theme and snacks will be provided. Current pop music and Dad’s
favorites will be spun by a professional DJ. A photographer will be
available as well to capture the memories for an additional charge.
Guests are asked to wear semi-formal attire. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the Community Center and at all Kidz Klub sites. Febru-
ary 7, 2014.6:30pm-9:30pm. $15.00/couple, $7.00/additional
child.

Senior Dances

Join us at the Portland Community Center for our monthly Senior
Dances. Grab your dancing shoes and come out for live music,
snacks, dancing and lot of fun! January 3, 2014. 6:30 —9:30 PM.
Portland Community Center. $3.00/person.

Game Days

Games Galore! Don’t want to be stuck playing the same old
games? We have Game Days at the Senior Center on the second
Wednesday of the month. Come join your friends for light refresh-
ments, cards, dominos and bingo.

January 8, 2014. 1:00 PM Senior Center. Free for all to partici-
pate.

Portland Aquatic Center

January 2-April 30, 2014:

6:30AM - 9:00am Monday-Friday Competition Pool Only

5:00PM - 7:30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. Competition Pool
Only. Admission Prices: Children & Adults $4.00. Seniors (60 and
over) $3.00. Children under 2 are free

Quarterly Passes*- Resident Quarterly Passes — Non-Resident
Individual: $ 77.00 Individual: $ 99.00

Family:  $143.00 Family:  $115.00

Senior: $ 66.00 Senior: S 66.00

Annual Passes*- Resident Annual Passes — Non-Resident
Individual: $143.00 Individual $204.00
Family:  $270.00 Family $336.00
Senior: $116.00 Senior $116.00

*Passes exclude special events

Fitness Opportunities

Lap Swim

Lap swimming is an excellent workout for everyone from the
aquatic enthusiast to the occasional swimmer. The Aquatics

staff encourages individuals to keep fit by swimming, so we re-
serve a portion of each pool for lap swimming. One lap lane is
dedicated to swimming laps during general swim hours. Swim-
mers must be able to swim the full length of the pool continuously
without support. Monday - Friday 6:30-9:00am. Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday. 5:00-7:30pm

Utility rate increase in January

The San Patricio Municipal Water District has increased its rates by

$0.25 per 1,000 gallons of water. This increase is on water pur-

chased by the City and carried over to our customers. The new
rate is $2.89 per 1,000 gallons. The District gave the following
reasons for the increase:

1. The District buys raw water from the City of Corpus Christi.
Corpus Christi raised its raw water rate by $0.03/1,000 gal-
lons.

2. The District increased its debt service coverage to 1.1X in re-
sponse to a negative outlook issued by Fitch Ratings (a credit
rating company); this resulted in a $0.14/1,000 gallon in-
crease.

3. Inresponse to municipal treated water demand, the District is
constructing an additional sedimentation basin (est.
$400,000) requiring a $0.10/1,000 gallon increase.

The increase amounts listed above totaled $0.27/1000 gallons.

But, the District was able to absorb $0.02/1000 gallons of the in-

crease. City Ordinance 896 requires the City Council, by majority

vote, to approve the change in rates within 60 days from the date
of the change. Customers will see the increase for water fees on
their January water bill. Visit our website at www.portlandtx.com

for more information on Ordinance 896.
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Fire Department News
Heating Fire Safety
Each winter the high cost of home heating fuels
and utilities causes many Americans to search for
alternate sources of home heating. The use of
wood burning stoves is growing and space heaters
are selling rapidly. Fireplaces are burning wood and
man-made logs. All these methods of heating may
be acceptable. They are, however, a major contrib-
uting factor in home fires.

Many of these fires can be prevented. You can pre-
vent the loss of life and property resulting from
heating fires by being able to identify potential
hazards and following a few safety tips:

® All heaters need space. Keep anything that can
burn at least 3 feet away from heating equipment.

® Use heating equipment that has the label of a
recognized testing laboratory.

®  Make sure all fuel-burning heating equipment
is vented to the outside to avoid carbon monoxide
(CO) poisoning.

®  Only purchase portable space heaters with an
automatic shut-off so if they're tipped over they
will shut off.

Allow wood stove and fireplace ashes to cool be-
fore disposing of them in a tightly covered metal
container. Keep the container at least 10 feet
away from your home.

By the Numbers:
Winter Residential Building Fires

® Winter residential building fires result in an
estimated average of 945 deaths, 3,825 injuries,
and $1,708,000,000 in property loss each year.

® Firesin one- and two-family dwellings account
for 67 percent of all winter residential building
fires.

® Cooking is the leading cause of all winter resi-
dential building fires.

®  Winter residential building fires occur mainly in
the early evening hours, peaking from 5 to 8 p.m.
Although at its highest in December, residential
building fire incidence is collectively highest in the
3 winter months of January, February, and March.

January Library Programming
After School : Every Monday, 3:30-5PM
Toddler Time: Every Tuesday 10-11AM
Teen Library Lounge: Every Thursday 4-6PM
Mr. Kippy: Every Thursday at 9AM and 10 AM
E-Reader University: One-on-One assistance with your e-reader every Tues-
day 3-5PM
On-Demand Computer Classes: Friday January 17, 2014— Facebook
Genealogy Workshop: Wednesday, January 15, 2014. 3PM
Makerspace: Wednesday January 15 and January 22, 2014 6-8pm. The Joy of
Yo Yo, with Margaret Edwards.
Family Movie: January 3, 2013 2pm. Despicable Me 2. Free popcorn.

Computer Classes

Introduction to Computers is held each Monday from 9:45 am to 10:45 am at
Carriage Inn Retirement Community.

Introduction to Computers is held each Monday from 10 am to 11 am at the
Portland Senior Center.

Beginners Computer Training is held on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. at the Ingleside
Dairy Queen and at 1 p.m. at the Ingleside Public Library.

Basic Internet and Email are held each Wednesday from 10 am to 11 am at
the Bell Whittington Public Library.

Intermediate Computers is held each Wednesday from 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm at
the Bell Whittington Public Library.

Beginners Computer Training is held on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Portland
Dairy Queen and at 1:30 p.m. at the Bell Whittington Public Library.

Holiday Hours
City Hall, Public Works, & the Library — Will be closed Wednesday, January 1%
and resume regular hours on Thursday, January 2, 2014. Public Works stand-
by crews will remain available 24 hours.
Police Department — Available 24 hours
Fire Department — Available 24 hours
Community Center— Will have modified hours on Thursday, December 5 due
to Christmas in Portland. The basketball courts will close at noon while the
rest of the facility will close at 5:00 pm in preparation for Santa’s arrival. Will
be closed Tuesday, December 24 & Wednesday, December 25. Regular hours
will resume Thursday, December 26. Will close at 6:00pm on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 31 and resume regular hours on Thursday, January 2'2014.
Senior Center — Closed Tuesday, December 31 & Wednesday, January 1, 2014.
Resume regular hours on Thursday, January 2’'2014.
Kidz Klub — Kidz Klub will be closed on Monday, December 23 through Friday,
January 3. Will resume normal Kamp hours on Monday, January 6, 2014.
Kidz Dayz— Will not be held on January 1' 2014. Resume normal hours on
January 2, 2014
Skate Park — Will close at 6PM on December 31 and resume regular hours on
January 2, 2014.
Pool- Will close at 9AM on December 31 Will be closed January 1, 2014. Will
resume regular hours on January 2, 2014.
Garbage Pick-Up - Service will be provided as usual on Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve. There will be no service provided on Wednesday, January 1, 2014.
Regularly scheduled garbage/recycle pick-up on these days will be picked up
Saturday, January 1, 2014. Regularly scheduled garbage/recycle pick-up on
these days will be picked up Saturday, January 4, 2014.




