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PARKS AND RECREATION e Though a motorcycle is small, its operator still has all the

Join us for a SPLASH COURSE in pool safety!
Play it Safe Portland

Our first ever day of Play at the Pool! Summer is right around
the corner and we are sure you and your family can’t wait to
make a splash! Water is fun and re- .
freshing but can be dangerous if safety .'@
precautions are not in place. Join us for it
a safety session of the H20 kind! Visit .pl&l'l
with vendors, watch demonstrations and "@S e
jump in our pool for some safe play.
Saturday, May 3, 2014, 12-4pm at
the Portland Aquatic Center. Free - all children must be accom-
panied by an adult to enter. No registration necessary.

PORTLAND

Summer Kidz Kamp 2014

Kidz Kamp is an all day camp at a GPISD campus beginning
June 9, 2014. Kampers participate in activities including outdoor
games, arts & crafts projects, special events, and offsite field trips
to NorthShore 8 Movie Theater as well as swimming at the Port-
land Aquatics Center. For more information, please call 777-
3301. Registration begins April 26th $60.00 registration fee and
$75.00 per week (if registered for the entire summer). $60.00
registration fee and $ 90.00 per week if NOT attending ALL
summer. Ages 5-12 (5 year olds must be entering Kindergarten);
7:00am — 6:00pm, June 9 through August 15, 2014.

Mother/Son dance

By popular demand! The Portland Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment will be hosting its inaugural Mother/Son Dance. All school
age boys are invited to bring their mother, grandmother, aunt,
sister or other mother figure to the event. The Community Cen-
ter will be decorated in a Country Western theme and snacks will
be provided. Current pop music and boys favorites will be spun
by a professional DJ. A photographer will be available at an ad-
ditional cost. Guests are asked (but not required) to wear country
western attire. Purchase your tickets at the Portland Community
Center and all Kidz Klub sites. Friday, May 9, 2014; 6:30-9:30
PM; Portland Community Center; $15.00/couple, $7.00/
additional child

MUNICIPAL COURT

The month of May is typically Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month, and June 16, 2014 is National Ride to Work Day. These
days are designed to encourage all driv-
ers and motorcyclists to “share the road”
with each other. Motorcyclist fatalities
have been on the rise during the last
fifteen years, with only one year (2009)
seeing a decline in motorcycle fatalities.
In 2012, there were 4,957 motorcyclists
killed in traffic crashes. We would like
to remind motorists and motorcyclists alike to follow proper
safety precautions to help keep everyone safer on our roads.

rights of the road as any other motorist. Allow the motorcy-
cle the full width of a lane at all times

e Always signal when changing lanes or merging with traffic.

e If you see a motorcycle with a signal on, be careful; motor-
cycle signals are often non-canceling and could have been
forgotten. Always ensure that the motorcycle is turning be-
fore proceeding

e Check all mirrors and blind spots for motorcycles before
changing lanes or merging with traffic, especially at intersec-
tions

e  Always allow more following distance-three to four seconds-
when behind a motorcycle. This gives them more time to
maneuver or stop in an emergency

Motorcyclists should:

e  Obey all traffic laws and be properly licensed

e Use hand and turn signals at every lane change or turn

e Wear a DOT-compliant helmet and other protective gear;
including reflective tape

e Ride in the middle of the lane where you will be more visible
to drivers

e Never ride distracted or impaired

By following basic safety rules, we can all help prevent crashes.
Our message is for all drivers and riders: Share the responsibility
of keeping our roads safe-always share the road. For more infor-
mation on motorcycle safety, visit www.nhtsa.gov/
SafetyMotorcycles

Memorial Day — Monday, May 26, 2014-Closures
City Hall, Library, Senior Center— Closed
Police Department — Will remain open 24 hours.
Fire Department — Will remain open 24 hours.
Public Works — Closed — Stand by crews available 24 hours.
Community Center - Open 9am-5pm
Skate Park — Open 9am-5pm
Aquatic Center - Open 12pm-4pm
Garbage and Recycle Service provided as regularly scheduled.

Brown Widow spiders seen in the area

Residents should be on the lookout for Brown Widow spi-
ders. The spiders are becoming more prevalent in South
Texas. While their bite is less g

serious than that of a Black
Widow spider, Dr. James
Mobley, San Patricio County
Health Official, says they can
still be a serious health
threat. With warmer tempera-
tures, residents should check
the undersides of outdoor fur-
niture and children’s toys, and in recesses around buildings for
spider nests. If you are bitten, call your doctor.




CITY OF PORTLAND

- s
1900 Billy G. Webb Drive | \ P
Portland, Texas 78374 “",ﬂ
Phone: 361-777-4500 “v‘

Fax: 361-777-4501
E-Mail: webmaster@portlandtx.com

The Land of Posstbilities

www.portlandtx.com

LIBRARY NEWS

After school: Every Monday, 3:30-5PM

Toddler Time: Every Tuesday 10-11AM

Teen Library Lounge: Every Thursday 4-6PM
Mr. Kippy: Every Thursday at 9AM and 10 AM
E-Reader University: One-on-one assistance with
your e-reader Tuesdays 3-5PM

On demand computer class: May 16, 2014-Instant
Messaging

Genealogy workshop: May 21,2014 3pm. Meet
author and historian Jim Maloney.

Bridge lessons: Every Friday in May from 1:30-
3:30 PM. Beginners or advanced players are wel-
comed. Please feel free to bring food and drink to
enjoy while you play.

Summer Reading Club Registration begins May
22,2014

Makerspace: Cake Decorating May 1, 2014 from
6-8pm, May 2, 2014 from 10am-12 pm. and May 3,
2014 from 10am to 12pm.

Essential Oils: May 8, 2013 from 6-8 pm and May
9,2013 from 10 to 11 am.

Coupon Swap: May 29, 2014 from 6-8 pm.

PUBLIC WORKS
Watch your Watering

While our reservoirs are above water restriction
levels, the City of Portland still is in Drought
Management Stage I. As the summer begins
here in South Texas please remember the follow-
ing rules:

Watering with irrigation systems or hose end

sprinklers are not allowed between 10am — 6pm

e Washing a car, boat, etc. on any day is per-
mitted but not between 10am — 6pm

e Foundation watering can occur any day ob-
serving the 10am — 6pm no watering time

e  Watering with a hand-held watering device
is permitted any time, any day

e Watering down a building, driveway, or
street at any time is discouraged

e  Water should not constantly run through a
tap, hydrant, or valve

e Defective plumbing resulting in water loss
should be repaired

¢ Continue to check www.portlandtx.com for
any changes in drought conditions

UTILITY BILLING SERVICES

Reading Water Meters
All 5,000 plus water meters in Portland are read every month and even
though the City has installed electronic meters, we may sometimes need to
your meter manually. You can still help reduce costly re-reads by keeping
your meter in clear view and easy to locate. You can help meter readers and
the Utility Billing Department to be more efficient by following these impor-
tant rules:

o Keep all items off of the meter box such as
trash canisters, potted plants, vehicles and
debris

o  Trim the grass around the meter box

o Keep shrubbery and other landscaping from
obstructing a clear and easy access to the
meter box. Meter readers are unable to read
meters if tree limbs are placed on the meters
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Your efforts are much appreciated by our meter readers and maintenance per-
sonnel. You will also benefit in the event of a leak by insuring quick access
to your shut-off valve. Meters are normally read between the hours of 7:30
am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. City meter readers are identified
by wearing shirts with the city logo on it.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Protect Yourself from a Flood

Most Texans aren’t prepared for the most common type of natural disaster:
floods. People typically think of floods caused when a lake or river over-
flows. If they don’t live near water, they don’t think they need to take pre-
cautions. But flooding frequently occurs because of storms, heavy rains, or
water main breaks.

Homeowners and renters insurance policies don’t cover flood damage. To
protect yourself from losses caused by most flooding, you’ll need to buy a
flood insurance policy from the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). NFIP is administered by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). FEMA estimates that only 12 percent of the flood policies
in the United States were sold in Texas.

If you live in a high-risk area, your lender probably requires you to have
flood insurance. But everyone should consider flood insurance. About 20
percent of the flood insurance claims that NFIP pays come from people who
live in low-risk areas. If you don’t have flood insurance, you’ll have to pay
for repairs out of your own pocket. The cost can be high. After Hurricane
Ike, for instance, FEMA says the average flood damage claim was $67,000.

Flood insurance policies cover your house, your personal property, or both.
The cost of a policy depends on where you live, but the average cost is about
$600 a year. If you live in a low-risk area, you can buy a policy for as little as
$129 a year.

For more information about flood insurance, to rate your risk, and to estimate
your premium, call NFIP or visit its website. 1-888-FLOOD 29 (356-6329)
www.FloodSmart.gov

For answers to general insurance questions, for information on filing an in-
surance-related complaint, or to report suspected insurance fraud, call TDI’s
Consumer Help Line between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Central time, Monday-
Friday, or visit our website. 1-800-252-3439  463-6515 in Austin.
www.tdi.texas.gov
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