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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mystery Book Club
Bell-Whittington Public Library
Thu., Feb. 1, 6:30 p.m.
For details, call 777.4560.
Adult Coloring Session
Bell-Whittington Public Library
Wed., Feb. 7, 6:00 p.m.
For details, call 777.4560.
Portland Opry
Portland Community Center
Thu., Feb. 8, 7:00 p.m.
(Doors open at 6:00 p.m.)
For details, call 777.4670.
Teen Library Lounge
(Open to grades 7-12)
Bell-Whittington Public Library
Thu., Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22; 4:30 p.m.
For details, call 777.4560.
Father-Daughter Dance
Portland Community Center
Friday, Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m.
For details, call 777.4670
(Tickets still available at press time)
Game Day
Portland Senior Center
Wed., Feb. 14, 1:00 p.m.
For details, call 643.9431.
COMING NEXT MONTH:
The Wall That Heals
Behind Portland Community Center
Thu.-Sun., March 1-4, 24 hours a day
For details, call 777.4651.

CITY SETS AMBITIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PLAN
Capital improvement projects set the
course for Portland’s future. From infrastructure projects, like streets and the
water/wastewater system to improvements
in parks and trails or enhancements to recreational and entertainment facilities—
these projects protect the quality of life in
Portland, as well as its property values.
The City Council has set forth an ambitious scope of projects in the latest Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP). The entire list is
available at PortlandTX.com. Highlights
include:
Streets
Preserving and protecting the city’s streets
and water/wastewater system, consistently
rank as high priorities in the CIP. The 2018
budget allocates $1 million for maintenance

and rehabilitation of designated streets.
This includes rehab and overlay of streets
or street segments with severe damage
and sealcoat maintenance on designated
streets where it is sufficient to revitalize
the street, adding 7-10 years to its life. In
2014, streets were evaluated and assigned a Pavement Condition Index
score. That condition assessment is used
to schedule street maintenance according
to the greatest need.
Utilities
More than $1.8 million has been allocated
to the next phase of ongoing utility line
replacements. The projects are necessary to maintain the city’s underground
water and sanitary sewer infrastructure—
...continued on page 2

KIDZ DAYZ OFFERED DURING SPRING BREAK, MARCH 12-16
Spring Break for the Gregory-Portland ISD is March 12-16. For parents looking for safe,
fun, and affordable childcare during Spring Break, the City of Portland Parks & Recreation
Department offers Kidz Dayz. This is an all-day recreation program featuring arts and
crafts, organized recreational play, games, prizes, and a lot of fun. The program is open
to children 5-12 years of age, in kindergarten through 5th grade.
Kidz Dayz is located at T.M. Clark Elementary, 2250 Memorial Parkway. A morning and
afternoon snack will be provided. Participants must bring their own lunch.
Hours for Kidz Dayz are 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The cost is $20 per day. Register by
Friday, Feb. 23 to receive a discounted rate of $15 per day. Registration is available
online through the Parks & Recreation page at PortlandTX.com. For more details, call
777.4670.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS continued...

WATER/WASTEWATER RATE CHANGES

replacing aging pipes, particularly in older parts of town. The
project also may include moving utility lines and meters.
Phase I of improvements to the City’s Public Works Center
is slated to begin this year. This facility serves as the service
hub for street and utility maintenance. The project will include
construction of buildings, as well as parking lots and driving
surfaces.
An Inflow and Infiltration Study is already underway. It will
help identify conditions that may permit unwanted flow of
storm and ground waters into the sanitary sewer system. The
study should help ensure that the City remains in compliance
with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s
standards for storm and ground water flows.

The City Council has approved rate increases for water and
wastewater delivery. The new rates include an increase
from the San Patricio Municipal Water District and provides
adequate revenue to cover operational costs and system
maintenance, as well as for system upgrades and enhancements to ensure it keeps pace with the needs of the
community. The current billing cycle includes the new
rates.
The base rate for residential water was $16.02 per
month; the base rate for wastewater was $32.96. The new
rate structure changes include:
■ An increase of $0.32 per 1,000 gallons to $16.34 per
1,000 gallons in the rate for residential water; including the
increase from the San Patricio Municipal Water District
■ A $2.26 increase per 1,000 gallons to $35.22 in the rate
for residential wastewater
■ Commercial customers will also see rate changes; those
rates will vary based on the size of their commercial meter
The City makes no profit from the service delivery of water and wastewater. It uses a utility rate model established
in a 2014 utility rate study to set the lowest possible rates,
yet still cover expenditures. Those expenditures include
water purchases, salaries, and capital expenditures like
replacing pipes. The model uses historical information, including billing and consumption data; the Capital Improvement Program (CIP); drought data; debt service analysis,
and cost recovery analysis to determine if changes to utility
rates are necessary.

Recreational Amenities
Construction of the Sunset Road Boat Launch is set to begin
this year. The $1,000,000 project will be paid from a combination of a Texas Parks and Wildlife grant, funds from the
City’s General Fund reserves, and a private donation.
And a major expansion and rehabilitation of the Portland
Community Center is slated to start construction late in the
year. The $10.8 million project was approved as part of the
2016 Bond Election. Improvements will include restoration of
the interior spaces, including replacing wall coverings, flooring, bathroom renovations, gymnasium flooring, additional
audio-visual equipment, and upgraded fitness areas. Design
work on the project has already begun.

CODE ENFORCEMENT NOTES
In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, the regulations for occupying recreational vehicles within the city limits were relaxed
due to the disaster declaration. This allowed citizens to use
alternative living arrangements during home and property repairs. Now that the disaster declaration has been lifted and in
response to complaints from citizens, the City of Portland’s
code enforcement officers have resumed enforcement of city
regulations prohibiting occupancy of recreational vehicles on
residential properties and other unapproved areas.
Residents are also reminded that grass higher than 12
inches is a violation of city ordinance. Section 302.4 of the
City of Portland’s municipal code states: Premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant
growth in excess of 12 inches. Noxious weeds shall be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants
and vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however,
this term shall not include cultivated flowers and gardens.
For more information, please call 777.4444.

BULK ITEM PICK-UP CLARIFICATION
Republic Services is no longer picking up construction materials as part of their bulk item pick-up service. In the aftermath
of Hurricane Harvey, the City of Portland arranged with Republic Services to collect construction material along with normal bulk items; however, that arrangement ended on Dec. 1.
The property owner or his/her contractor is responsible for
removal of these materials. Construction materials include:
shingles, siding, sheetrock, paint buckets, wood paneling,
doors, and house trim.
As a reminder, bulk item collection does not include televisions over 32”, computers, hazardous household waste, or
bagged item. Republic Services drivers must be able to access bulk items, so please keep items away from vehicles,
mailboxes, or other obstructions. And please remember not to
park in front of your bulk items.
For more information, visit the Lifestyle section from the
homepage of PortlandTX.com.

FREE TAX ASSISTANCE AT BELL-WHITTINGTON LIBRARY
Every year the AARP provides free tax assistance at the Bell-Whittington Public Library. The service is available to everyone and will be offered Fridays, Feb. 2
through April 13, with the exceptions of March 23 (due to annual book sale) and
March 30 (Good Friday holiday). Hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
This is a walk-in service only; appointments are not available. Please plan to arrive
no later than 2:00 p.m. The Bell-Whittington Library is located at 2400 Memorial
Parkway. For details, call 777.4560.

